
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayan Maths 

The Mayans had their own number system 

which had symbols for 0, 1, 5 and 20.  

The system worked on groups of 20, unlike our  

system which works with groups of 10.  

1100 BC 
Hunter gatherers 
settle along the 
Pacific coast. 

1100 BC 
Settlements 

begin to 
appear. 

700 BC 
Maya writing is 

developed. 

100 BC 
The first Maya 
pyramids are 

built. 

900-1200 AD 
El Castillo is 

built. 

250 AD 
Beginning of 
the Classic 

Period 

1000 AD 
Chichen Itza is 

the most 
powerful city. 

1502 AD 
First contact 
with Europe. 

What did the Ancient Maya believe? 

 Religion was very important to the Ancient Maya people. Their impressive temples are 
evidence of that. 

 The Ancient Maya worshipped their kings as thought they were gods but they also 
worshipped their ancestors and a range of different gods and goddesses. 

 The Mayans had gods for everything: sun, moon, rain, water, farming, life, death, maize, 
lightening and many more. In their opinion, the gods controlled everything and they told 
many stories about them. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story of the Hero Twins is one of the most famous 
Mayan myths. Twin boys liked to trick people who were 
bothering them. So, the Lords of Death sent an 
invitation inviting them to play a ball game in the 
underworld. They had to pass lots of tests and rituals to 
avoid death however they tricked the Lord of Deaths 
and survived! 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant Places 

Mayan Society Hierarchy 

Slaves 

Peasants 

Merchants 

Priests 
& 

 Nobles 

Emperors 


